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NEW YORK: Comic book fans
will soon be getting their first
glimpse at an unlikely new
superhero – a Muslim boy in a
wheelchair with superpowers.

The new superhero is the
brainchild of a group of disabled
young Americans and Syrians
who were brought together last
month inDamascus by theOpen
Hands Intiative, a non-profit
organization founded by US
philanthropist and businessman
Jay T. Snyder.

The superhero’s appearance
hasn’t been finalized,but anear-
ly sketch shows a Muslim boy
who lost his legs in a land-
mine accident and later
becomes the Silver
Scorpion after discov-
ering he has the pow-
er to control metal
with his mind.

Sharad Devara-
jan, co-founder
and CEO of Liq-
uid Comics, said
the goal is to
launch the dis-
abled Muslim
superhero in an
Arabic and English
comic book in early
November.

Snyder claims he
was inspired by Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s
effort to reach out to the
Muslim world in his January
2009 inaugural address. Last
month, Snyder flew 12 disabled
Americans to Damascus to
meet their Syrian peers, and
one of their main goals was to
come up with ideas and story
lines for the new superhero.

“The only limitwas the imag-
ination these kids had – the
opportunity for a great story,”
said Snyder, a comic book col-
lector and head of HBJ Invest-
ments LLC. “They helped cre-
ate something by their com-
bined talents, and that becomes
a gift to the world.”

Devarajan found the young

people’s imagina-
tion to be
quite
amaz-
ing.

“The
opening
question
we asked
the kids
was if

you could
have any
superpower
whatwould it be? I’ve asked that
question in many different
groups before and the typical
answers are always the ones
you’d expect – flying, reading
minds, or being super strong,”
Devarajan said.

“The fascinating thing about
this groupwas that I don’t think
I heard any one of those three,”
he continued. “Each of their
ideas was so originally distinct”
He opined that, perhaps
because of their disabilities, the

young people think as individ-
uals without being influenced
by outsiders.

One girl wanted to have the
power to combine the energy of
the moon and the sun.

Devarajan said it was note-
worthy that none of the young
people wanted the hero’s pow-
er to be something that cured
their disability.

“They were empowered by
their own disabilities,” he said,
“and they should not be seen
as a source of weakness.”

Initially, 50,000 Arabic-
language comics will be
distributed throughout
Syria, and subsequent

issues will be dis-
tributed else-
where in the
Middle East.
The comic
will also be
available
worldwide
for free in
digital for-
mats.

It will be the first in
a series of comics with interna-
tional superheroes, and while
one will have disabilities others
will not, Devarajan said. He
added that almost all the charac-
ters beingplanned“arebasedon
the seeds that were created by
these kids together in this trip.”

The dozen Americans were
selected after a national call for
applications by The Victor
Penada Foundation, a non-
profit educational organization
that promotes young disabled
people’s rights. They included

youths who
were blind, deaf,
usingwheelchairs,or suf-
fering from Down syn-
drome, autism, and cog-
nitive disabilities.

The Syrianswere invit-
ed by the Al-Amal school
for the disabled whose
chair,Syrian first lasdy
AsmaAssad, spent
an afternoon
meeting with
theyoungsters.
“It must be
every child’s
dream,” she
said in a video
provided to
AP,“to create
a superhero.
But I really
do

hope that we can bring our pow-
ers together – our human pow-
ers together – to be able tomake
a difference.”

Hamza Jaka, 18, of Fontana,

Wisconsin said the visit to Syr-
ia “was great” because it
was people-to-people,
“notpoliticians flying in
and blustering.” Jaka,

a freshman at the Uni-
versity of California at
Berkeleywhoisstudying
linguistics, said the trip

has inspired him to
studyArabic.

“There’s a
lot of hatred,
and it really

can be dis-
pelled by
just sit-
ting
down

and
talking to people and realizing
you share experiences in com-
mon,” he said.“That’s what hap-

pened when I started talking to
one of the disabled Syrians. We
both discovered that we had a
love of basketball and … loved
the same players.”

“I am a disabled Muslim,”
said Jaka,who has cerebral pal-
sy and uses a wheelchair, “and
I love comic books, so this is
like the highlight of my life.”

Abdulrahman Hussein, 20, a
Syrian student who was born
handicapped and uses a wheel-
chair, said meeting the young
Americans “made me feel that
I have to improve my life.”

He said he is studying library
administration at a university
and wants to learn English so
he can have contact with more
people. “I like the American
people …” Hussein said. “I’d
like to visit America because I
want to get acquainted with
the achievements [of] the
Americans.”

TheOpenHands Initiativewas
launched last November to
respond to Obama’s offer to the
Muslim world in his inaugural
address to “extend a hand if
you are willing to unclench
your fist.” Ithasalreadystart-
ed a program to bring Syri-
an music to the US and is
planning to bring leading
Americanartists toDam-
ascus for workshops
with young Syrian
artists.

In early 2011, Sny-
der said, it hopes to be

on the ground in Pak-
istanwith programs bring-

ingAmericans and Pakistanis
together in the fields of public
health, literature and culture –
and later in the year it intends to
launch projects in Afghanistan.

12 THE DAILY STAR saturday, october 9, 2010ARTS & CULTURE

HOROSCOPE

An opportunity needs to be explored
right away, so you might not be able
to spend time with your family now.
Contact with friends could also prove
frustrating since everyone is busy!

A co-worker might be away, and this
could increase the amount of work that
you have to do, causing strain, especial-
ly if you aren’t familiar with the work.
Don’t try to do it all at once.

An unexpected package could arrive,
possibly shipped from far away. The cir-
cumstances could be rather strange.
Friends or relatives that you might not
expect could also suddenly show up.

Today you might strategize ways to
make a little extra money to prepare
to move ahead with your life and
ambitions. In the evening, plan some
time alone with your partner!

It will be necessary to make a special
effort to get almost anything done
today, Capricorn. Relax, breathe
deeply, and summon every bit of
patience and energy you have.

A love relationship could take on a
higher and more spiritual aspect dur-
ing this period, creating a desire for
your souls to bond. You will be eager
to be together. Bask in the glow!

You’re probably longing for romance.
If you’re currently involved, schedule
some time alone with that special
person. If you aren’t, don’t be sur-
prised if someone new appears.

Today you could feel sensual. Sex and
romance are likely to be on your
mind. Romantic novels and movies
may seem especially appealing now,
as could cozy beds and warm baths.

A minor accident might take place at
home today, but don’t worry. It will
ultimately provoke more laughter
than harm. Curb the temptation to
indulge in too much food or drink!

The festive atmosphere around you
gives rise to warm, intimate feelings
that bring friends and couples closer
together, so prepare for some good
times out and excitement tonight.

An intense card, email, or phone call
could come from a sibling or other rela-
tive today. This is a good chance to
patch up a quarrel with this person, but
don’t be tempted to start another!

You may feel an unexpected urge to
write, paint, draw, or compose some
music. Whatever you do, don’t ignore
this impetus. As you know, inspiration
can vanish as quickly as it comes!

Aries (Mar. 21 – April 19) Taurus (April 20 – May 20) Gemini (May 21 – June 21)

Virgo (Aug. 23 – Sept. 22)Leo (July 23 – Aug. 22)Cancer (June 22 – July 22)

Libra (Sept. 23 – Oct. 22)

Capricorn (Dec. 22 – Jan. 19) Aquarius (Jan. 20 – Feb. 18) Pisces (Feb. 19 – Mar. 20)

Scorpio (Oct. 23 – Nov. 21) Sagittarius (Nov. 22 – Dec. 21)

AGENDA
LEBANON

FILM

‘Soul Kitchen’
Metropolis Cinema Sofil,
Achrafieh
October 9, 11 am
+961 1 202 411; +961 70
141 843
The Beirut International
Film Festival kicks off
early today with the latest
feature by German direc-
tor Fatih Akin, this time
filmmaking from an enter-
taining frame of mind. A
nice ensemble cast centers
on a hopelessly disorgan-
ized restaurant owner and
the weird collection of
lovable eccentrics that
people it. Shirin Neshat’s
“Women without Men”
will screen later in the day.
All films are subtitled.

THEATER

‘Le Frichti de Fatou’
Monnot Theater, next to
St Joseph Church,
Achrafieh
October 9, 8:30 pm
+961 1 202 422
Faïza Kaddour and Agnès
Doherty star in La Com-
pagnie Tombés du Ciel’s
presentation of Kaddour’s
“hymn to the tolerance of
humour,” sparking flavors
and the sex, food and tra-
dition of corn in Paris.

MUSIC

‘Meet The Composer 4’
Beirut Art Center
October 14, 8 pm
+961 1 397 018
Lebanese Swiss compos-
er, oudist and guitarist
Mahmoud Turkmani and
Beirut composer and
computer-ist Joelle
Khoury will host a talk
and listening session, fol-
lowed by short concert
including Mustapha Said
and Nabil Mroue.

Beirut Jazz Festival
“Beirut Souqs”
October 14-16, 9:30 pm
+961 5 455 454 (407)
This year’s festivities
commence with Charbel
Rouhana’s 20-musician-
strong Big Band. Patti
Austin takes the stage on
October 15 and the Randy
Crawford plus Joe Sam-
ple Trio rises to the occa-
sion on October 16.

READING

‘Gilgamesh’
T-Marbouta cafe-library,
Pavilion Hotel 1st Floor,
behind Libraire Antoine
October 11, 7 pm
+961 1 422 291 (7015)
Beirut is the first stop
author Thomas R.P.
Mielke’s Middle East
reading tour with the Ara-
bic translation of his nov-
el “Gilgamesh,” pub-
lished by Cadmus Press.
The event is moderated
by Assaad Khairallah and
music and illustration are
provided by Abed Azries
and ‘Samandal” Künstler,
respectively.

ART

‘Divine Comedy’
Agial art gallery, Hamra,
Abdel Aziz Street,
Until October 13
+961 1 345 213
This exhibition of work
by Chaza Charafeddine
takes its inspiration from
Islamic art of the Mughal
period and Persian minia-
tures as well as early
20th-century images pro-
duced in the Middle and
Indian subcontinent.

In the landscape of extinc-
tion, precision is next to
godliness.

Samuel Beckett
(1906-1989)

Irish playwright

Just a thought

Rebuilding spaces of wood and ink,
in a world without land
Saba Innab’s mixed-media works stem from the confluence of architectural design and landscape
Jim Quilty
Daily Star staff

BEIRUT: Take a land-
scape painting and
compare it to an archi-
tectural plan. Before

electronic media intervened,
both forms required a hand to
apply pressure upon media
with a pencil, pen or brush. Yet
painting and plan have embed-
ded within them an intriguing
disparity of ideals – the differ-
ence between the place as the
artist found it and the space as
the architect envisions it.

At the confluence of this dis-
parity arises the work of Pales-
tinian-Jordanian artist and
architect Saba Innab.

Recently some of this work
was hung at 3studios, a project
space located in a lovely old flat
in Ain al-Mreisse, where Innab
held a summertime residency.
3studios is presided over by
Ghassan Maasri, known for his
work with the AIWA artist
workshops, and Mansour Aziz,
veteran multi-tasking cultural
laborer andgrassroots organizer.

Until recently a neighbor-
hood of human-sized, early-
20th century houses and apart-
ment blocks joined by pockets
of disused green space, Ain al-
Mreisse is nowadays being
devoured by the impatientmaw
of real-estate development.

This ambient apocalypse
made 3studios the ideal loca-
tion for an exhibition of Innab’s
compact oeuvre, which rumi-
nates, as the artist has written,
“upon urbanism, and the
process of space production
and reproduction.”

The show was comprised of

mixed-media work of many dif-
ferent forms – including paper
sketches, photographs and work
rendered directly upon thewalls
of the space’s walls.

Most arresting are Innab’s
“canvasses,” actually mixed
media (she prefers acrylic paint
and ink) applied to rectangular
wooden panels.

The latter tend to be either
1.2m X 0.8m (most of which
depict scenes around Beirut) or
1.2m X 0.6m (rendering land-
scapes outside Beirut).

International audiences will
find a single eye and hand at
work in all thesepieces.Allwork
with the interplay of more-or-
less precisely rendered images
(“landscape” or “architecture”)
with layers of earth-tone wash-

es. The wood-panel works have
the aspect of found objects, with
layers of applied color at times
abraded, torn and cut-into, like
the walls of long lived-in, now-
abandoned, houses.

For anyone familiar with the
Beirut cityscape, Innab’s urban-
centered works may be less
compelling than her smaller
rural landscapes.

The never-finished concrete
skeleton of Burj al-Murr – an
effigy of mid-70s modernism in
the Zuqaq al-Blat quarter that
sits at the center of one piece –
is such an iconic structure that
it has proven resistant to efforts
to render it as anything other
than what it appears.

The same might be said of
the Charles Helou bus station –

a concrete shell near Beirut
Port that resentfully hosts its
daily population of transients –
which dominates another work,
even when, as here, it is pitched
on its side.

More intriguing are the less-
familiar (therefore less-
parochial) rural landscapes, all
emerging from the artist’s time
in the region around Tripoli. Six
of these fall into a natural pair of
triptychs.Themore successful of
them suggest a hybrid aesthetic
thatminglesTurner (thepainter)
and Beckett (the playwright).

At the center of each panel is
a landscape that, at first glance,
suggests something like photo-
graphic precision. Layers of
earth-tone wash offset this illu-
sion of clarity, creating the

impression of the photo-image
being erased or devoured.

Exactly what is devouring
these furtive strips of color and
texture is suggested by the geo-
metric lines that further intrude
upon the central landscape.

At times these intrusions are
simply criss-crossing lines in the
upper quadrants of a work.
Elsewhere the lines assume
more concrete forms – three-
dimensional images that could
be a projection of intersecting
lines of latitude and longitude.

Elsewhere, the lines become
more concrete still – a monu-
mental architectural notion
imposed upon a receding land-
scape, or a steel grid work
embedded in the soil.

In anotherwork, the architec-

tural interpolation is not a pro-
jection of the science fiction
imagination but somethingmore
organic – an indistinct sketch of
a concrete house, partially col-
lapsed as if from shell fire.

The intellectual and emotion-
al crucible for Innab’s Lebanon
work has been her encounter
with post-bombardment recon-
struction in this country.

In 2006, the artist found her-
self in Lebanon working on the
reconstruction of the southern
village of Aita al-Shaab, which
was blown to smithereens (but
not actually held) by the Israeli
Army in the month-long sum-
mer aggression.

Innab’s architectural work in
the south later led to an oppor-
tunity to lend her skills to the
rebuilding of the Palestinian
refugee camp of Nahr al-Bared,
which was blown to smithereens
by the Lebanese Army between
May and September 2007.After
about a year working on the
Nahr al-Bared reconstruction,
Innab says, the most pressing
question changed from“Howdo
you rebuild the camp?” to“How
do you build without land?”

Not all the work that distilled
from Innab’s inquiries is equally
well realized, of course. The
3studios show rested heavily
upon the artist’s professional
competence with structural
sketching and evident interest in
landscape impressionism.When
she steps from these forms the
effect is less impressive.

Yet there is something
refreshingly uninhibited in
Innab’s work, something that
makes you curious about the
artist’s next set of questions, and
the forms that grow out of them.

Layers of applied color, abraded and torn like the walls of long lived-in, now-abandoned, house.

WASHINGTON: Think you
knowa thing or two about Pope
Benedict XVI (ne Cardinal
Ratzinger)?Then log onto Face-
book next week and you could
be a winner.

Okay,maybe it’s not of a trip
to the Vatican. But you could
win a copy of a new book about
the Pope by taking part in
“Pope Culture Week,” a com-
petition on the Facebook page
of the US Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB).

Every week day next week,
the USCCB will ask its Face-
book fans – of whom there
were nearly 22,000 as of Friday
– a question about the life and
teachings of the pope.

The first person to give the

correct answer in the comment
box beneath the question will
win a copy of a book about the
shadow of god on earth, with
forewords by King Abdullah II
of Jordan and Israeli President
Shimon Peres.

It’s not clear if copies will be
signed by the leader of the
world’s billion-odd Roman
Catholics, or by either fore-
word contributor.

Though the Roman Catholic
church isn’t usually associated
with social networks, next
week’s competition will not be
the first foray into the new-fan-
gled communication medium
by the church.

TheUSCCB tweets live from
its general assembly meetings,

and an Australian nun tweets
on behalf of saint-in-waiting
Mary MacKillop, whom Bene-
dict put on course to become
Australia’s first saint.

There’s even a pope app on
Facebook, called Pope2You,
which allows users to receive
messages from the pontiff.

And the pope himself has
urged priests to go forth and
tweet, blog and post on Face-
book. “Priests,” the octogenar-
ian pontiff said in a message in
May to markWorld Communi-
cations Day,“are… challenged
to proclaim the Gospel by
employing the latest generation
of audiovisual resources
[images, videos, animated fea-
tures, blogs, websites.]” – AFP

Pope Culture Week marked by Facebook giveaway

The “Sliver Scorpion” is a new Muslim superhero, who has lost
his legs in a tragic landmine accident. AP
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Disabled Syrians let imaginations fly with wheelchair-bound superhero
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